Travellers In India

mandel coasts in the south, various chiefs, more
or less powerful, exercised independent sway.
While India remained in this distracted condi-
tion she had no history. The annals of these
kingdoms, says Mr Lane-Poole, are " either
unwritten or unworthy of record." This was the
uninspiring state of affairs in India at the open-
ing of the fifteenth century, and it remained
xinchanged in all but minor details till the dis-
solution of the Bahmani empire, the coming of
the Portuguese, and, a little later, the invasion of
Baber, profoundly modified the situation, and
paved the way for a drastic rearrangement of
political power.

How many Europeans actually set foot in
India during the fifteenth century it is impos-
sible to say with absolute certainty. Accounts
are extant of the experiences of three travellers;
that of a fourth has perished.* The three, whose
accounts, written either by themselves or others,
we possess, are Nicolo de'Conti, a Venetian,
Athanasius Nikitin, a Russian, and Hieronimo di
Santo Stefano, a Genoese. From the mere
chance which gave us the narrative of Conti,
and the long disappearance of the manuscript of
Nikitin, we mayperhaps safely assume that there
were several others, whose very names have been
forgotten.

* This fourth traveller was Pedro Covilham. He was earlier than Ste-
fano, but further mention of him is postponed to the next chapter, where
it will be more in place.
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